California
Fair Political
Practices Commission

June 15, 1988

Dorienne Hodge
811 Geary St., #411
San Francisco, CA 94109

Re: Our File No. I-88-219
Dear Ms. Hodge:

We -have~received your letter concernlng the June 7, 1988
election.

, In your letter, you complained that the ballot pamphlet
contained various opinions concerning the initiative measures.
These opinions are required by state law, which provides that
the ballot pamphlet shall contain a copy of the arguments and
rebuttals for and against each state initiative measure.
(Government Code Sections 88001(c) and 88002(c).) The ballot
pamphlet also must contain an impartial summary of each
measure, prepared by the Legislative Analyst. (Government Code
Section 88003.)

The Fair Political Practices Commision has no jurisdiction
over the other matters discussed in your letter, such as voter
registration, poll workers, or the content of media reporting.
Accordingly, we have referred your letter to the Secretary of
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State's office and to the Registrar of Voters of the
County of San Francisco, who have responsibility for
conduct of elections.

Sincerely,

;.Diane M. Griffiths
General Counsel

/~/§/:‘i!’dt_ e, - <l; o
By: ZKathryn E. Donovan
Counsel, Legal Division
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June 27, 1988

Dorienne Hodge
811 Geary Street, #411
San Francisco, California 94109

Dear Ms. Hodge:

Your June 7, 1988 letter to the Fair Political Practices
Commission has been referred to Secretary of State March Fong Eu
in her capacity as California's chief elections officer.
Secretary Eu has asked me to respond.

In your letter you expressed displeasure at being denied a
partisan (political party) ballot in the June 7, Primary Election.
As you may now know, voters who "“decline to state" their party
affiliation at the time they register are considered by law to be
nonpartisan voters. All voter registration cards so advise
registrants in the instruction portion of the card which
corresponds to information blanks on the form. For your infor-
mation, I enclose a voter registration card with the explanation
regarding political party status highlighted in yellow.

In addition, you were concerned that pollworkers deposited
your ballot in the ballot box for you. This is the procedure
required by California Elections Code section 14246 which states:

"Having folded the ballot, the voter shall deliver
it folded to a member of the precinct beard, whe shall
then separate the slip containing the number from the
ballot, hand the slip to the voter, and deposit the
ballot in the ballot box in the presence of the voter."

Finally, you noted, again with displeasure, the opinions of
proponents and opponents of ballot measures in the state ballot
pamphlet. These ballot arguments are a required portion of the
ballot pamphlet and are considered by many voters to be a useful
guide to the pros and cons of complicated measures.

Should you wish to seek changes to these election laws, I
would advise you to contact your local representatives to
the State Legislature. Perhaps they would be willing to
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sponsor appropriate legislative solutions to the problems
you have encountered.

I hope this information is helpful. Please feel free to
contact me again if you have elections-related questions.

2,
DEBORAH SEILER

Assistant to the Secretary of State
Elections and Political Reform

Sincerel

DS/ jm

Enclosure

bce: Kathryn E. Donovan



